
August 1, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 Summer break is almost over, and students will be back soon.  I am very excited about this 
upcoming school year where our school’s opening theme will be “Lights, Camera, Action!  Setting the 
stage for STEAM.”  I am looking forward to all of the things we will accomplish this year at Midway 
Elementary School.   

 Our staff will be working hard each week to plan lessons that are appropriate, rigorous, and 
engaging.  We will continue to implement STEAM education into our planning and instruction.  Teachers 
will continue to implement inquiry-based learning and introduce goal-setting strategies with students 
this year.  We will continue to focus on growing our students in critical-thinking skills, communication, 
collaboration, and creativity.   

 Teaching students the state standards is our main academic goal, but we believe teaching 
students to be good citizens is just as important.  We will continue our classroom community service 
projects this year.  Each class will discuss the needs of our community, and the teacher will facilitate the 
discussion into a plan of action.  Teachers may reach out to you, so please share if you have great ideas 
for your child’s class.  We will continue to promote good citizenship by recognizing our students weekly 
as “Students of the Week” based on a different character trait they learn each week.   

 In order to grow our school, I use data to guide my decisions.  Last year I implemented an 
optional homework policy due to reading research that stated homework had little effect on student 
achievement.  After reviewing many different sets of student data, we increased in some areas and 
decreased in others, ultimately remaining the same academically.  Even though our academic levels are 
still high in regards to state and national averages, student growth is our goal.  Therefore we will return 
to the policy that teachers may be assigning homework with the expectation of it being completed.  The 
Golden Stinger Party was also implemented with the hopes of decreasing absences, tardiness, and 
negative student behaviors.  Although we saw some growth in areas, the data was similar to years past.  
Therefore, this year we will be recognizing students for positive individual and class behavior in a 
different way.  Lastly, students will not be in the gym and auditorium during morning holding this year.  
After 7:15, students will report to their hallways for morning holding.  This will give students more 
access to classroom resources and smaller student numbers for our staff to manage.   

 Our school supply lists are located on our website.  Please help us by making sure students are 
prepared with supplies on the first day of school.  Our custodians have worked very hard to make our 
floors shine this summer.  With that being said, please do not purchase rolling book bags for your child 
unless your student needs it for a medical reason.  I appreciate all efforts to preserve the beautification 
of our school. 

 “Fee Day” is Tuesday, August 6th from 7:30-12:00 and 2:00-6:00.  This is the day to find out your 
child’s teacher(s), order T-shirts, join the PTO, and pay your fees. 

 All students will have a $20 technology fee. 

 Based on lunch status (full/reduced/free): Students will have a material fee 

 Full $15/ Reduced $2.80/Free $0 

https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/4/PreK-5%20Supply%20List%202019-2020.pdf


You also have an opportunity to purchase voluntary school insurance.  This is done through an outside 
agency.  You can find that information here.  If you’re interested in this insurance, you will need to pay 
them directly.   

I always encourage you to join the PTO.  The PTO does so much for our school, teachers, and 
students, and we could not do it without your support.  If you join the PTO, you will receive a Midway 
Elementary window cling and admission to our “Fall for Midway”, October 5th from 10:00am-2:00pm.  
The cost to join the PTO is $10 for single membership (1 window cling) and $15 for a family membership 
(2 window clings).  Each additional window cling will cost $2.  Fall for Midway will be similar to our Back 
to School Bash last school year.  We plan to have food trucks, inflatables, and our themed baskets for 
raffle and auction.  The PTO is also organizing prepay for “Icee Days” during Fee Day.  You may purchase 
Icees for the entire year for $9 at Fee Day. 

As we begin this school year, let’s work together as a team.  We’re teaming up to give your 
student the best education possible.  We feel that it is important for children to learn social etiquette, 
how to get along with peers and adults in life, to play by the rules instead of break them, and to learn 
resilience, integrity, and responsibility.  We will set limits for our students and give consequences in 
order for them to learn a life lesson.  We will work hard each day to teach your student(s) the required 
materials, but it can’t stop when they leave the building.  We need your help at home.  Please ask your 
child’s teacher what you can do to help your child.  We’re in the kid business because we love kids.  
We’re here to help and will do whatever we can do to make your student(s) successful.  Let’s be the best 
team we can be for the betterment of the children.    

Our first day back to school will be Monday, August 19th.  The doors will open at 6:50am, and 
students need to be in their seats by 8:00am.  In order for students to be in their seats by 8:00, the 
doors will close at 7:58am.  If you arrive after 7:58am, please walk your student in to the front office. 
You are welcome to walk your students in the first day.  The Sunday Stinger will start back soon with 
important information such as the Student Handbook.  Please mark your calendars with all of the 
important events from the Midway calendar.  I look forward to serving as your principal again this school 
year and doing things the only way…the Midway. 

 

Brandon Meares 

 

Like us on Facebook!         Follow us on Twitter! 

       

https://twitter.com/MidwayStingers
https://www.facebook.com/Midway-Elementary-School-1490665761198742/
https://www.hsri.com/K12_Enrollment/Main/default.asp
https://www.anderson5.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=52867&dataid=78842&FileName=Midway%20School%20Calendar%2019-20.pdf

